
 
The Ten Most Popular Stewardship Travel Activities in California’s WineCoastCounty 

 Visitors Make a Difference on Vacation 
 
San Luis Obispo, CA – October 14, 2013 – Vacationing in  WineCoastCounty along California’s Highway 1 
Discovery Route is more meaningful when participating in the country’s first Stewardship Travel program 
full of fun, authentic, and inspiring activities with area historians, scientists, and specialists.  In total, 
there are more than 70 unique activities and/or contribution opportunities in more than ten locations, 
including: Ragged Point/San Simeon, Cambria, Cayucos, unincorporated Morro Bay, Los Osos/Baywood 
Park, Avila Beach & Valley, Edna Valley, Arroyo Grande Valley, Oceano and Nipomo.   
 
According to the Travel Industry Association and National Geographic’s “New Trends in Travel Survey,” 54 
million travelers select travel companies that strive to protect and preserve the local environment. 61% 
believe their experience is better when a destination preserves its natural, historic, and cultural sites.  
 
“WineCoastCountry has answered the call to provide meaningful visitor opportunities to help preserve 
California’s historic and natural heritage by offering a plethora of short and fun activities that caring 
travelers can add to their vacations along Highway 1,” explains San Luis Obispo’s County Business 
Improvement District’s Stewardship Travel Director Diane Strachan.   
 
Here are the ten most popular Stewardship activities in WineCoastCountry: 
 

1. Hands On Citizen Science Outing at San Simeon Cove 
Visit the Coastal Discovery Center at San Simeon Bay State Park & Hearst Memorial Beach. Each 
Saturday (with reservations) visitors participate in the Plankton Monitoring Program where they 
collect and examine samples used for research and receive deeper insights about our ocean and 
stewardship. 

 
2.  Explore the beautiful historic Fiscalini Ranch Preserve in Cambria 
Tour the Fiscalini Ranch Preserve with a docent to learn about the area’s history and ecology. 
Participate for a few hours in monthly restoration activities or plant a tree with your family during 
Thanksgiving weekend. 

 
 3.-4.  Jump in a Boat for Kayaking and Wildlife Watching - Help Save a Historic Pier in Cayucos.  

Ocean kayaking for all levels is a great way to connect with the beauty of the Pacific. Tours 
explore untouched kelp forests and remote beaches, picking up flotsam and jetsam along the 
way. Learn about Chumash Native Americans and early history.  While in Cayucos, take a short 

http://www.winecoastcountry.com/
http://winecoastcountry.com/slo/regions/san-simeon-ragged-point/
http://winecoastcountry.com/slo/regions/cambria/
http://winecoastcountry.com/slo/regions/cayucos/
http://winecoastcountry.com/slo/regions/morro-bay-strand/
http://winecoastcountry.com/slo/los-osos-baywood-park-visitor-guide/
http://winecoastcountry.com/slo/los-osos-baywood-park-visitor-guide/
http://winecoastcountry.com/slo/regions/avila/
http://winecoastcountry.com/slo/regions/edna-valley/
http://winecoastcountry.com/slo/arroyo-grande-visitor-guide/
http://winecoastcountry.com/slo/regions/oceano/
http://winecoastcountry.com/slo/regions/nipomo/
http://www.winecoastcountry.com/play/hands-on-citizen-science-outing-in-san-simeon-cove-additional-learning-activities
http://www.winecoastcountry.com/play/fiscalini-ranch-preserve-docent-nature-walk
http://www.winecoastcountry.com/play/thanksgiving-weekend-tree-planting-at-fiscalini-ranch-preserve
http://winecoastcountry.com/play/cayucos-wildlife-kayaking-tours
http://www.winecoastcountry.com/play/cayucos-self-guided-save-the-pier-tour


walk on the beloved pier and enjoy reading about its early history and restoration efforts.  Small 
contributions are making a big difference! 

 
 5. Visit Sweet Springs Audubon Nature Preserve for Stewards Day in Los Osos 

The Sweet Springs Nature Preserve is tucked away on the shores of Morro Bay in the quiet town 
of Los Osos. On the second Saturday each month, visitors and residents can volunteer to collect 
seeds, plant seedlings, restore trails, hear stories, and learn more about the region and its natural 
history. 

 
6.  Visit the Point San Luis Lighthouse for History, Hiking, and/or Restoration Days 
On Wednesday’s and Saturday’s, docents at the Point San Luis Lighthouse lead tours, hikes, 
volunteer restoration days, and in depth history tours.  

 
7. – 8.  Visit the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Natural History Center in Nipomo and the Historic 
Train Depot in Oceano 
Visit the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Natural History Center for interpretive walks, native plant 
gardens and history exhibits, art gallery exhibits, and volunteer days. Compromised of 18 miles of 
coastline, the Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes is one of the most ecologically significant and largest 
intact coastal dune ecosystems on earth. Enjoy the one-of-a-kind restored Oceano Historic Train 
Depot full of California rail history and make a difference with a small contribution (optional). 

 
9.  Travel Through History & Sip Wine on the Self-Guided “Old Edna” Town Tour 
Enjoy a free self-guided tour of a well-preserved town site from California’s early 1800’s.  Old 
Edna was once a bustling hub of activities for travelers.  Now visitors can stroll through the quiet 
heritage site and discover farm animals, gardens, and lush vineyards. Read about the 13 historic 
buildings and their fun stories.  Wine tasting room on the property.  Tours on the last Wednesday 
and Thursday of each month. 

 
  10.  Beach Cleanup Opportunities - Stay, Play, Connect, and Care in Avila Beach Year Round  

Stay in Avila Beach anytime and pick up a Stewardship Clean-up Kit from your caring hotel for an 
hour or two of beach cleanup. Litter, flotsam, and jetsam threaten wildlife.  All participants 
receive a free appreciation Tote Bag Gift.  Bring the whole family for the Central Coast Aquarium’s 
annual Avila Beach Family Cleanup on the first Saturday in February.  On the third Saturday each 
September, visitors meet at area beaches throughout WineCoastCountry for California’s annual 
beaches cleanup event.   

 
Having just launched throughout San Luis Obispo County, CA, the country’s first Stewardship Travel 
program heralds California’s next big step in eco and heritage travel.  For information on how to make 
the most of your stay in WCC, visit WineCoastCountry.com. For the latest news on the area, visit the blog 
WineCoastCountry.com/slo, and facebook.com/WineCoastCounty and follow postings on  
Twitter.com/Hwy1DiscoveryRt. 
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