
 
 

Does Your Family Have Spring Fever?  
Win a Fabulous Family Fun Getaway AND “Do Good” While on Vacation in WineCoastCountry 

10 Destinations, 1 Fantastic Vacation 
 

Are you and your family 
experiencing spring fever? The 
perfect cure for this annual ailment 
is a trip to WineCoastCountry in 
California’s Central Coast. Now, you 
can win a fabulous family fun 
getaway courtesy of the area’s 
leading lodging owners (hotels, 
motels, bed and breakfasts, and 
vacation rentals). They’ve put 
together four Spring Fling getaways 
to choose from. All you have to do is 
subscribe to the mailing list and 
select the Spring Fling itinerary you 
prefer in your entry form. Other trips 
in the contest include outdoor 

adventures, a relaxing romantic retreat or a wine and foodie getaway. Check out all the lodging options 
from more than 500 lodging choices throughout the 10 destinations that make up WineCoastCountry. 
 
As a WineCoastCountry email subscriber, you will be eligible for all getaway drawings and specials, 
including any of the Spring Fling getaways. Four Grand Prize Itineraries Include: 
     • Three nights lodging of your choice of WineCoastCountry.com properties worth $600 
     • A prepaid VISA for $200 gas – so you can explore the entire 101 mile Highway 1 Discovery Route 
     • A related activity of your choice 
     • $100 prepaid VISA for dining 
 
While vacationing in WineCoastCountry, visitors are invited to “do good” and make a difference, thanks 
to the area’s new Stewardship Travel program filled with fun, authentic, and inspiring activities with area 
historians, scientists, and specialists. There are over 70 unique activities and/or contribution 
opportunities in more than ten locations, including: Ragged Point/San Simeon, Cambria, Cayucos, 

http://www.winecoastcountry.com/
http://winecoastcountry.com/slo/spring-getaway/
http://winecoastcountry.com/slo/the-winecoastcountry-stewardship-traveler/
http://winecoastcountry.com/slo/regions/san-simeon-ragged-point/
http://winecoastcountry.com/slo/regions/cambria/
http://winecoastcountry.com/slo/regions/cayucos/


unincorporated Morro Bay, Los Osos/Baywood Park, Avila Beach & Valley, Edna Valley, Arroyo Grande 
Valley, Oceano and Nipomo.  

Here are the top 10 family oriented Stewart Travel opportunities:      

1.  Elephant Seals Docent Talks (San Simeon)  
http://winecoastcountry.com/play/elephant-seals-
docent-talks 

• Safe up close views of hundreds of seals 
playing, rolling in waves, flipping sand, and 
calling. 

• Long viewing boardwalk for walks and talks. 
• Docents help kids learn and share pictures to 

illustrate peculiar seal behaviors. 
• Find out why there is a “loser’s beach.” 
• Live Webcam for kids to track seals when they 

go home: http://www.elephantseal.org/Rookery/livecam.html 
 
2.  Costal Discovery Center (San Simeon/Cambria) 
http://winecoastcountry.com/play/coastal-discovery-center-at-san-simeon-bay 

• Hands-on exhibits and learning centers designed for all ages near sheltered state beach. 
• Docents on hand to talk to families and answer their questions about marine life. 
• Videos from unmanned submersibles show real undersea mountains and sunken ships. 
• Exhibits that show the history of San Simeon Bay from the Native Americans who lived in his area 

up to 10,000 years ago, to the Mission Era, the shore whaling era, and the Hearst Castle era. 
• Citizen Science programs so families can help and learn about water quality monitoring.  

 
3.  San Luis Obispo Kid’s Botanical Garden (Los Osos/Baywood) 
http://winecoastcountry.com/play/san-luis-obispo-botanical-garden-kids-events 

• Features a kid’s garden and programs such as “Garden Fresh Family Cooking” and “Kid’s Garden 
Candy.” 

• Lots of fun walking trails in and around well labeled botanical garden, a garden store, and an 
outdoor amphitheater for educational programs. 

• Playground equipment and small rock climbing area nearby for kids to enjoy when they are done 
learning about plants. 

 
4.  Audubon Sweet Springs Nature Preserve Days (Los Osos/Baywood) 
http://winecoastcountry.com/play/audubon-sweet-springs-nature-preserve-monthly-stewards-day 

• Monthly Steward’s Day for the whole family – gathering seeds, planting seedlings, weed 
eradication activities depending on time of year. 

• Fun, relatively short hiking trails with little bridges, creek to ocean views on small “pocket” 
preserve. 

• Great wildlife viewing – possible sightings include:  great blue herons, pond turtles, snowy white 
egrets. 
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• Donation opportunities to help with preserve’s conservation and ongoing restoration and more. 
 

5.  El Moro Elfin Forest (Los Osos/Baywood) 
http://winecoastcountry.com/play/el-moro-elfin-forest 

• Five miles of safe, looping wooden boardwalks for waking with spectacular views of Morro Bay. 
• See special “pygmy oaks” in the forest with 199 other plants, 110 kinds of birds, 22 species of 

mammals. 
• Free self-guided plant and animal guide for walks. 
• See historic Chumash Indian shell middens (shell heaps). 
• Educational docent-led trips available.  
• Conservation donation opportunities. 
  

6.  Avila Beach Free Stewardship Cleanup Kit & Tote Bag Gift (Avila Beach) 
http://winecoastcountry.com/play/avila-beach-free-stewardship-cleanup-kit-tote-bag-gift 

• Families can pick up the Stewardship Clean-up Kit at most Avila hotels/resorts and head to the 
beach (especially after a storm) to find and pick up interesting flotsam, jetsam and litter to help 
protect wildlife and keep beaches pristine. 

• Have fun together by filling out the Cleanup Checklist (in the kit) and return to hotel for free tote 
bags. 

• Older students can check with schools to receive educational credits for volunteer efforts. 
 
7.  Central Coast Aquarium – Avila (Avila Beach) 
http://winecoastcountry.com/play/watch-the-sharks-feed-at-the-central-coast-aquarium 
http://winecoastcountry.com/play/visit-the-jelly-tank-at-the-central-coast-aquarium 
http://winecoastcountry.com/play/grab-an-exploration-backpack-in-avila-beach-and-explore  

• Hands-on exhibits and learning center designed for all ages near protected beach. 
• Aquarium staff on hand to talk to families and answer their questions about marine life. 
• Fish and jellyfish aquariums along with live shark tank (stay for feedings). 
• Exploration backpacks available for families to check out: includes field guides, hand lenses, 

binoculars and more. 
 
8.  Natural History Boat Cruise and Fishing Clinic in Lopez Lake Recreation Area (Edna & Arroyo Grande 
Valleys) 
http://winecoastcountry.com/play/natural-history-boat-cruise-on-lopez-lake  
http://winecoastcountry.com/play/lopez-lake-fishing-outdoor-ethics-clinic 

• Two-hour boat-cruise with Park Ranger for all ages (even the family dog is invited). 
• Learn about local wildlife, forests, history on cruise – cleanup options available, just ask the 

Ranger. 
• Special fishing area for clinic with stocked fish (especially good for positive experience for 

youngsters who want to learn how to fish with parents).    
• Learn about “leave no trace” fishing. 
 

9.  Museum of Natural History Morro Bay State Park (Los Osos/Baywood) 
http://winecoastcountry.com/play/museum-of-natural-history-morro-bay-state-park 
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• Ideal and fun central location above Morro Bay Estuary with fantastic views. 
• New exhibits feature interactive displays about local ecology.  
• Touch screens exhibits provide visitors the opportunity to find out what the forces of nature are 

doing at that moment in time.  
• Kids can build a sand dune, operate the hydrologic cycle, and dig into the food pit to learn about 

and create their own food chains. 
• Short walk to nearby Heron Rookery. 

 
10.  Visit 50,000 Monarch Butterflies near Pismo State Beach (Oceano/Nipomo) 
http://winecoastcountry.com/play/monarch-butterflies 

• Relatively small protected area for butterfly exploration. 
• Between late October and February 50,000 butterflies stop at Eucalyptus grove while migrating. 
• Educational docents available to tell the butterfly story – some butterflies migrate 1,000 miles to 

this site. 
• Family dog welcome on leash. 

 
There are also many kid and family friendly events to enjoy in WineCoastCountry including: 
 
Avila Beach’s Family Beach Cleanup and Art Project Day 
http://winecoastcountry.com/play/avila-beach-s-family-beach-clean-up-and-art-projects 
 
Ocean Fair at Coastal Discovery Center 
http://winecoastcountry.com/play/oceans-fair-at-coastal-discovery-center 
 
Ocean Dunes Park State Park Campfire Program & Sea Star Junior Ranger Program 
http://winecoastcountry.com/play/oceano-dunes-state-park-campfire-program-chumash-and-the-
pismo-clam 
http://winecoastcountry.com/play/sea-star-junior-ranger-program-at-oceano-dunes 
  
Join in on California’s Annual Coastal Clean-up Day – 3rd Saturday September  
http://winecoastcountry.com/play/oceano-dunes-clean-up-p  
 
Oceano Model Railroad Historic Depot & Restoration Days 
http://winecoastcountry.com/play/oceano-model-railroad-historic-depot-restoration-days 
 
For information on how to make the most of your stay in WCC, visit WineCoastCountry.com. For the 
latest news on the area, visit the blog WineCoastCountry.com/slo, and Facebook.com/WineCoastCounty 
and follow postings on Twitter.com/Hwy1DiscoveryRt.  

About WineCoastCountry & The SLO County Business Improvement District 
WineCoastCountry (WCC), the coastal region of San Luis Obispo County located midway between Los 
Angeles and San Francisco, is where the best of northern and southern California meet. The San Luis 
Obispo County Business Improvement District (SLO CBID) was founded in 2009 by a group of the area’s 
leading lodging owners (hotels, motels, bed and breakfasts, and vacation rentals to promote the WCC 
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region as a visitor destination ideal for road trips, family vacations, wine, adventure, agri-tourism and 
stewardship opportunities. From lush farmland to the sparkling Pacific Ocean, the area boasts vast 
stretches of white sandy beaches and picturesque rugged coastline, renowned wineries, the world 
famous Hearst Castle, bucolic farmland, wildlife, pristine forests, beautiful state parks and untouched 
natural beauty as far as the eye can see. A sampling of activities includes horseback riding on the beach, 
locavore dining, surfing, biking, hiking, world-class golfing, and much more. Visitors can experience the 
best of the region along the WCC Discovery Route, a breathtaking drive that showcases the area’s rich 
offerings. For information on how to make the most of your stay in WCC, visit WineCoastCountry.com. 
For the latest news on the area, visit our blog WineCoastCountry.com/slo, join us on Facebook 
Facebook.com/VisitSloCounty and follow us on Twitter. 

### 

MEDIA CONTACT:  
Susan Hartzler 

Public Relations Executive  
818-585-8641 

shartzler@mentalmarketing.com 
www.mentalmarketing.com  
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