
J U L Y / A U G U S T  2 0 1 3  D I R E C T O R  

77L O N G - H A U L

D I R E C T O R  J U L Y / A U G U S T  2 0 1 3

Cast your eye down any list
of the world’s top road
trips, and you’ll find

Highway 1, the legendary route
in California that hugs the
Pacific coast from LA to San
Francisco through hundreds of
miles of stunning landscape,
where travellers can stop off in
scenic towns that are a far cry
from the state’s major cities.
We chose to drive south to

north, so we could end our trip
in San Francisco, a far more
appealing and picturesque city
than the rather soulless,
sprawling metropolis that is LA.
The drive takes about nine

pretty shops and restaurants
that differ greatly from the
traditional American mall
experience. If you don’t have
time to visit the vineyards, pick
up an Urban Wine Trail passport
and stroll around the 17 tasting
rooms dotted around the city.
We were lucky enough to stay

in the stylish, very central,
Canary Kimpton Hotel, where
weary travellers are welcomed
with a daily complimentary wine
tasting. Guests are also the only
people allowed to enjoy the
striking views of the city from
the rooftop pool, bar and
restaurant. The next morning

there was just time to take in 
the clock tower of the County
Courthouse, with its spectacular
views, and the Mission Santa
Barbara, one of the largest and
best preserved of the many
dotted across this area.
Leaving Santa Barbara, we hit

the road proper. Driving on the
narrow, winding two-way
highway is not at all daunting.
Speed limits are on the low side,
and there are plenty of easily
accessible stop-off points to
admire the natural wonders that
surround you. Our next stop,
near San Simeon, however, was a
wonder that is far from natural.
Sat atop a mountain, Hearst

Castle is the fantasy palace built
by newspaper magnate William
Randolph Hearst that was once
frequented by Hollywood stars
such as Charlie Chaplin and Joan
Crawford. The 56-bedroom
property, which in its heyday

included a private zoo with polar
bears, lions and tigers, is a
hotchpotch of architectural
features imported from Europe
with little regard for country, or
century or origin. And then
there’s the huge, columned
Roman-style pool. Incredible?
Yes. Tasteful? Perhaps not, but
unmissable nonetheless.
The nearby comfortable inns

of Moonstone Beach may not be
quite so grand, but offer the
perfect overnight stop before
hitting the road early the next
day for the most amazing part of
this thrilling journey… 

A ROAD WITH A VIEW
The Big Sur area, named after
the village at its centre, is dotted
with state parks and offers
dazzling views. As the road
winds up through the hills and
back down to sea level, fingers of
mist ebb and flow across your

path and each corner brings a
new breathtaking moment from
elephant seals basking by the
Piedras Blancas lighthouse to
the McWay Falls cascading onto
a purple-tinged beach. 
It’s worth ending your day

exploring the Monterey
Peninsula’s Point Lobos State
Park where twisted Cypress trees
covered in otherworldly orange
algae lead the way to a rugged
outcrop that truly feels like the
end of the world. The peninsula
is also home to the famous
Pebble Beach golf course and the
small, upmarket seaside city of
Carmel, where Clint Eastwood
was once mayor, and the former
fishing town of Monterey, which
boasts one of the country’s most
remarkable aquariums.
After an overnight stay in

Carmel, we were back on the
freeway for the two-hour drive
to San Francisco where the first
stop should be to drop off your
car. Who needs an automobile
when you can ride a trolley car?
If you’re in no rush and willing
to queue, that is.
Hotels are plentiful, but one 

of the most historical is the
InterContinental Mark Hopkins,
perched atop Nob Hill and
offering the top-notch service
one imagines the city dignitaries
who first lived in this area would
have expected. The hotel also
offers dramatic views of the Bay
from its rooftop martini bar.
If you’re seeking a more

contemporary style, the
InterContinental San Francisco
provides similar service and
facilities in sleeker downtown
surroundings. In a city as

compact as this one, where
you’re never far from a view of
the Bay and the Golden Gate
Bridge, both are well situated to
be a base for exploring, either on
foot or by public transport.
Before leaving, you must sail

across to Alcatraz, the legendary
prison island. Book in advance 
as tours can sell out up to two
weeks in advance. Meanwhile,
the lesser known California
Academy of Sciences in Golden
Gate Park is one of the world’s
biggest natural history museums
and offers fascinating behind-
the-scenes tours.
When it comes to food, the

Bay area more than lives up to
its reputation as a foodie capital,
with a vibrant mix of cuisine
from all corners of the globe. 
San Francisco is famous for its
bustling Chinatown, but
European influences dominate.
We enjoyed everything we ate
from a modern take on French
cuisine at the brasserie-style
Grand Café in the Kimpton Hotel
Monaco, to visiting the city’s
oldest Italian restaurant Fior
d’Italia for home-made pasta
and delicious fresh oysters.
And when it’s time to head for

home? What better place to end
the trip than a city where a cab
from the business district to the
airport takes just 20 minutes? A
very welcome road at the end of
this wonderful journey.

Charlotte Richards

For more information and inspiration, 
go to www.visitcalifornia.co.uk or call 
020 7257 6180

FACT FILE
Getting there From
Heathrow, Virgin Atlantic
flies twice daily to LA and
daily to San Francisco.

www.virgin-atlantic.com 
Alternatively, book through WEXAS at
www.iod.com/travel (020 7838 5989).

Accommodation
Santa Barbara: The Canary Hotel,
rooms from $225 (£148) per night. 
www.canarysantabarbara.com
Moonstone Beach: visit
www.cambriainns.com to view a
selection of properties.
Carmel: The Quail Lodge & Golf Club,
rooms from $195 per night.
www.quaillodge.com
San Francisco: InterContinental Mark
Hopkins, rooms from $269 per night.
Intercontinental San Francisco, rooms
from $278 per night.
www.intercontinental.com

hours, and you could easily
spend a week and still not see
everything, but we settled on
three nights – leaving us plenty
of time to explore San Francisco.

WINE COUNTRY
After a mercifully short drive
along LA’s clogged freeway
system we were soon heading
north for our first stop, Santa
Barbara, an attractive coastal
city surrounded by rolling hills
and vineyards. Built in a colonial
style harking back to the 18th
century Spanish occupation, the
red-roofed cream buildings of
State Street house a collection of

Hit the road in California
Combine a thrilling journey along the famous Highway 1 with a rewarding
San Francisco city break for a trip that ticks every box

Scenic route: an empty
road offers blissful 

views in Big Sur. Below
left: hanging on tight 
in San Francisco, with

Alcatraz in the background

Shore thing: the McWay Falls cascade onto the beach. Below: rooftop bar at Santa Barbara’s Canary Hotel  

Biggest splash of all: the grandiose, Roman-style
swimming pool at Hearst Castle near San Simeon
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